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I M A G I N E  you are a senior citizen living in your home 
and someone attempts to file a fraudulent guardianship over you. Or, you are a child in foster 
care and are separated from your little brother who you have slept next to every day of your life. 
You are a single mom with three kids and get ripped off by a car dealer. Or, you’re a victim of 
domestic violence too frightened to obtain a protective order and in need of a custody order. 
What if you can’t afford an attorney? What do you do?
	 You turn to Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada. The mission of Legal Aid Center is the 
preservation of access to justice and the provision of quality legal counsel, advice and 
representation for individuals who are unable to protect their rights because they cannot afford 
an attorney.  We do so through dedicated staff attorneys and dedicated volunteer attorneys. 

Because more than 700,000 individuals in Clark County qualify for free legal assistance, we 
analyze every application for help and select those families and individuals who are 

most vulnerable and likely to lose everything if they do not get any assistance. And 
we continue to look for more funding to hire staff attorneys and to recruit more 
volunteer attorneys so we do not have to turn away people in need.
	 Who are our volunteers and what do they do? Look inside the following pages 
to find out. Lawyers in this community contributed more than 25,000 volunteer 

hours this year helping vulnerable individuals in our community. Some took one 
case, some took nearly 20 cases. There were 1,973 active cases worked on last year. 

Some lawyers went to the courthouse to give free consultations once; some lawyers visited 
the courthouse every week to give free consultations. In this past year, nearly 4,000 people 
benefitted from free consultations from attorneys volunteering with our office. Some law firms 
donated a few hours of pro bono time; some law firms donated so much pro bono time that they 
made the Pro Bono Heroes Club – donating a minimum of 20 hours and more per attorney.  
	 How can you help Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada? Please thank one of the heroes listed 
in this insert or come by our office and learn more about us. I’d love to share more about the 
organization we have built to serve the vulnerable in this community.

Barbara E. Buckley, Esq.
Executive Director
Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada
725 E. Charleston Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV  89104
www.lacsn.org



pisanellibice.com

on experience:
There is always a path to victory. 
The key is working with a partner 
who's been there before.

Pisanelli Bice is proud to partner with 
Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada 
to provide access to justice to those who 
cannot afford an attorney, and to guide 
them through the legal labyrinth. We look 
forward to continuing to support Legal Aid 
Center’s mission.
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      recognition of their hard work, dedication and 
ongoing commitment to helping the underserved in 
the Southern Nevada community, the following pages 
recognize attorneys who have given of their time. 
The staff and leadership at Legal Aid Center humbly 
thank these attorneys for ensuring access to justice is 
provided for people who have nowhere else to turn.

PRO BONO 
HEROES

IN
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Over the last year, there were 1,973 active cases including
750 new cases placed with

almost 600 pro bono attorneys in Southern Nevada.

Pro Bono 
Attorney of

the Year
——

Mary E.
Bacon

Associate Attorney with
Spencer Fane

This prestigious award recognizes a 
local attorney whose life and practice 
over the past year serve as a singular 
inspiration to others to embrace or re-
new a dedication to volunteerism on 
behalf of those in need. 

Mary E. Bacon is a complex busi-
ness litigation attorney with Spencer 
Fane.  She practices in state and fed-
eral court, focusing on construction 
disputes, breach of contract matters 
and defending financial institutions.  
Despite a full caseload, Mary donated 
221 hours of pro bono legal services 
to clients this past year and also vol-
unteered for Ask-A-Lawyer sessions.  
Mary is committed to serving those in 
need and deserving of this award.

Pro Bono
Law Firm

of the Year
——

Snell & Wilmer

This year’s Pro Bono Law Firm of the 
Year Award goes to a firm with a truly 
exemplary commitment to Legal Aid 
Center, pro bono services and access 
to justice.  

Snell & Wilmer’s attorneys contributed 
over 1,250 hours this year, an amazing 
number given their Las Vegas office 
has 39 attorneys.  

Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada 
is proud to recognize Snell & Wilmer 
for its commitment to pro bono service 
as a hallmark of professional respon-
sibility. 

Snell & Wilmer’s Las Vegas office 
opened in 2001 and offers a full range 
of transactional, regulatory and litiga-
tion services.

P R O B O N O

HEROES
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Most Pro Bono 
Hours by

a Law Firm
——

Holland & Hart
Over the past year this firm has con-
sistently made pro bono service a firm 
priority and it is this culture of giving 
back to the community that makes 
Holland & Hart stand out as a pro bono 
leader. They donated 1,470 hours of 
pro bono legal work this past year.

Most Pro Bono 
Cases by

a Law Firm
——

Lewis Roca
Rothgerber Christie 

&
The Dickerson

Karacsonyi Law 
Group

These firms both accepted 26 new pro 
bono cases this past year across vari-
ous areas of law including Children’s 
Attorneys Project (CAP), appeals, con-
sumer, landlord/tenant and probate.

Most Pro Bono 
Hours by an 

Attorney
——

Dawn Hathaway 
Thoman

Dawn Hathaway Thoman has estab-
lished herself as a pro bono force by 
donating 428 hours of time over the 
last pro bono year serving her CAP 
clients. This is the second consecutive 
year Dawn has received this award.

Volunteer attorneys contributed over 25,000 hours
of direct representation time.

During the same period, pro bono attorneys
closed 677 matters for Legal Aid Center clients.

Lied Awards
The Lied Awards are given in recognition of the Lied Foundation Trust, a foundation which has

significantly contributed to Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada for nearly twenty years.

Most Pro Bono 
Cases by an 
Attorney

——
Marshal S. Willick

with Willick Law Group

Marshal S. Willick’s exemplary dedication to serving Legal 
Aid Center clients is unmatched. This past year Marshal ac-
cepted 20 new cases from Legal Aid Center’s Pro Bono Proj-
ect. Legal Aid Center also recognizes Marshal as a long serv-
ing member of the Board of Directors. Marshal founded his 
namesake firm in 1985 and is dedicated to the field of family 
law. Attorneys with the firm practice in District and Federal 
Court at trial and appellate levels.

P R O B O N O

HEROES
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William S. Boyd
Award of 

Excellence
——

Southwest Gas
This award is given  in honor of William 
Boyd, to commemorate  his extraordi-
nary service to our organization. Each 
year it honors a business or community 
leader who has been an outstanding 
supporter of Legal Aid Center of South-
ern Nevada and pro bono services.  In 
the 19 years of the Annual Pro Bono 
Awards Luncheon, this prestigious rec-
ognition has only been awarded four 
times before.  

Southwest Gas is more than deserv-
ing of this award for being a champion 
and key patron of Legal Aid Center of 
Southern Nevada for over a decade. 
Southwest Gas contributed significantly 
toward the building of Legal Aid Cen-
ter’s new headquarters. The company 
supports non-profits such as Legal 
Aid Center through its employee driven 
Fuel For Life program which helps raise 
awareness and directs charitable giving 
to operating funds. Southwest Gas also 
played a significant role in the organiza-
tion’s endowment campaign and has 
begun to include their attorneys in pro 
bono service.

Justice
Nancy Becker 

Pro Bono Award 
of Judicial 
Excellence

——
Honorable

Richard F. Boulware
U.S. District Court
District of Nevada

This award is given in honor of former 
Nevada Supreme Court Justice Nancy 
Becker, one of the founders of the Pro 
Bono Project and a strong advocate 
for access to justice. The award 
recognizes a member of the judiciary 
who has given his or her time, energy 
and influence to encourage pro bono 
work and support access to justice.   

Legal Aid Center is honored to pres-
ent this award to Judge Richard F. 
Boulware of the United States District 
Court in Nevada. He is committed to 
improving access to justice for the 
community at large through his sup-
port of the Federal Pro Bono Program.  
Judge Boulware also contributed to a 
special training for Legal Aid Center 
staff attorneys to help them hone their 
trial skills to better advocate on behalf 
of clients.

Access to justice 
Award

of Excellence
——

Brittnie T. Watkins
Associate Attorney with

Pisanelli Bice

This award is a special award that is 
not presented annually. It is reserved 
for someone who goes above and 
beyond in providing pro bono ser-
vices, or support and assistance to 
pro bono and access to justice.  

Brittnie T. Watkins embodies the 
hallmarks of this award because of 
her legal prowess and diligence. 
Brittnie is an associate attorney with 
Pisanelli Bice practicing in complex 
commercial litigation and appellate 
law.  

This past year, she donated 288 
hours of pro bono time and was suc-
cessful at the federal district court 
level and before the 9th Circuit Court 
of Appeals on behalf of her clients.

P R O B O N O

HEROES

Legal Aid Center
assisted 
125,000

last year.
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Currently, nearly 300 pro bono attorneys represent 
Clark County foster children in 436 child abuse

and neglect (CAP) cases, augmenting the
work of Legal Aid Center’s staff attorneys to represent

nearly 100 percent of the foster children in Clark County.

Vince Consul 
Memorial 

Pro Bono Award
——

Kevin L.
Hernandez

This award is given in memory of Vince 
Consul. Vince was a pre-eminent at-
torney and long-time supporter of ac-
cess to justice. Each year this award 
recognizes  an attorney who  made a 
substantial commitment to a client 
with a civil matter.  

Kevin Hernandez, founder of the Law 
Office of Kevin L. Hernanez, cares 
about protecting clients from consum-
er fraud, identity theft, debt collection 
abuse and illegal credit reporting. 

He is deserving of this award because 
he has demonstrated his commitment 
to pro bono by donating nearly 130 
hours of time in addition to preparing 
and presenting a CLE on identity theft 
for the Legal Aid Center’s volutneer 
and staff attorneys.

Louis Wiener
Pro Bono Service 

Award
——

Shannon R.
Wilson
Partner with

Hutchison & Steffen

This award is given in memory of 
prominent Las Vegas attorney Louis 
Wiener for his dedication in helping 
victims of domestic violence. Louis 
was one of the first lawyers in Las 
Vegas who represented domestic 
violence victims on a pro bono basis. 

Legal Aid Center recognizes Shannon 
R. Wilson with this award because 
of her substantial pro bono contri-
butions representing such victims. 
Shannon is a partner at Hutchison & 
Steffen where she focuses on family 
law but she also practices adminis-
trative and regulatory law as well as 
insurance litigation. 

Shannon donated 284 hours of pro 
bono time and helped out with Ask-A-
Lawyer sessions this past year.

Myrna Williams 
Children’s 

Pro Bono Award
——

Meng Zhong
Associate Attorney with

Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie

This award is given in honor of Myrna 
Williams, an instrumental force in the 
the Nevada Legislature and Nevada’s 
counties. She advocated for the rights 
of women and legal representation for 
abused children in foster care. The 
Myrna Williams Award recognizes an 
attorney who made an extraordinary 
difference in the life of a child.  

Meng Zhong is an exceptional volun-
teer who donated 95 hours represent-
ing abused and neglected children 
(CAP cases). He accepted four new 
cases this past year and volunteered 
at Ask-A-Lawyer sessions. 

Meng is an associate attorney in the 
Intellectual Property Practice Group 
at Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie. 
He handles IP litigation at the trial and 
appellate levels in Nevada and other 
jurisdictions.

P R O B O N O

HEROES
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Nearly 400 attorneys
served nearly 4,000 clients

through Legal Aid Center’s Ask-a-Lawyer programs,
donating an incredible 1,750 hours of time.

	 Public Interest 
Law Student of 

Distinction
——

Edgar
Cervantes

Las Vegas is home to one of the best 
law schools in the nation – the William 
S. Boyd School of Law. Since its found-
ing, the law school has demonstrated, 
through leadership of deans, faculty and 
student body, its commitment to public 
interest law and pro bono service. Legal 
Aid Center is fortunate to have a strong 
and long-lasting partnership with the 
law school. This award recognizes a 
law student who has made a substantial 
commitment to the community by doing 
public interest work and promoting ac-
cess to justice.  

Edgar Cervantes is a distinguished third 
year student at Boyd. He is an editor for 
the Nevada Law Journal, a public inter-
est fellow, serves as the vice president 
of community involvement with the Pub-
lic Interest Law Association and serves 
as the community service director for 
the American Constitution Society for 
Law and Policy.

Ask-A-Lawyer 
Community 

Commitment 
Award

——
Glenn C.
Schepps

Legal Aid Center offers Ask-A-Lawyer 
sessions weekly, monthly and quar-
terly in the areas of family law, land-
lord/tenant, debt collection, small 
claims, foreclosure, probate, small 
business law, immigration, veterans 
and homelessness. These one-on-
one sessions provide individuals who 
have legal issues with brief consulta-
tions with an attorney.  

This award is given to Glenn Schepps 
for his commitment to the Ask-A-
Lawyer program throughout the year.  

Glenn covered an astounding 57 Ask-
A-Lawyer sessions this past year, 
providing legal advice to individuals 
who cannot afford an attorney.

Volunteer 
Education 

Advocate Award
——

Leora Abrams
This award recognizes a non-attorney 
volunteer who has made a difference in 
the life of a child in the foster care sys-
tem with special education needs.  Chil-
dren in foster care who are struggling in 
school because of developmental or be-
havioral issues are left on their own un-
less they have an educational advocate 
by their side. Legal Aid Center recruits 
and trains non-lawyers to fill this role be-
cause foster youth have no one else who 
will advocate on their behalf with the local 
school system.  

Leora Abrams is an undergrad at UNLV, 
majoring in pre-med biology, and is ap-
plying for med school. She’s in the hon-
ors program. Ms. Abrams became a 
volunteer education advocate a little over 
a year ago. Since she started she has 
been extremely involved and is always 
willing to help more students. In the last 
year she’s taken over 20 cases. Leora 
has proven to be an exceptional advo-
cate and communicates well with the 
school and foster team.

P R O B O N O

HEROES
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Constance L. Akridge
Mary E. Bacon
John R. Blackmon
Gian A. Brown
Janice Brown
Emily A. Buchwald
Lauren D. Calvert
Christopher M. Cannon       
Robert J. Cassity
Benjamin B. Childs
Richard L. Crane
Stephen A. Davis
Shirley A. Derke
Robert P. Dickerson
Angela H. Dows
Emily A. Ellis

100 Hours Club
Kyle A. Ewing
Dean Jason Ferris
Kate C. Lowenhar-Fisher
David J. Freeman
Lynn S. Fulstone
Jennifer Golanics
Richard C. Gordon
Marjorie A. Guymon
Evan G. Hall
Ryan A. Hamilton
Kari J. Hanratty
Cindie D. Hernandez
Kevin L. Hernandez
Amanda L. Ireland
Daniel S. Ivie
Tiffany Kahler

Mona Kaveh
Kristofer D. Leavitt
Anat R. Levy
Carl A. Lindstrom
Michele T. Lobello
Jason C. Makris
Racheal H. Mastel
Lisa A. McClane
Michael T. McLoughlin
Christopher R. Myers
Dan F. Polsenberg
Kristopher S. Pre
Carrie J. Primas
Lisa A. Rasmussen
Ava M. Schaefer
Bradley S. Schrager

Therese M. Shanks
Nicholas R. Shook
Abraham Smith
Debra L. Spinelli
Sean E. Story
Kelly B. Stout
Stephen Swinton
Dawn Hathaway Thoman
Matthew R. Tsai
Madison P. Zornes-Vela
Michael W. Wadley
Eric D. Walther
Brittany T. Watkins
Shannon R. Wilson

50 Hours Club
Aaron A. Aquino
Shae A. Backus
James A. Beckstrom
Kelley K. Blatnik
Brian L. Blaylock
Craig G. Bourke
Adrienne R. Brantley
Kevin B. Christensen
J. Christopher Jorgensen
Terry A. Coffing
Daniel E. Curriden
Damon K. Dias
Diana G. Dickinson
Tracy A. Difillippo
Sabrina M. Dolson
Andrew P. Dunning
Lars K. Evensen
Madison S. Florance
Gregory G. Gordon
Blakely E. Griffith
Robert L. Hempen
Catherine C. Hernandez

Dustun H. Holmes
Jeremy D. Holmes
Jennifer K. Hostetler
Kristine K. Jensen
James M. Jimmerson
John D. Jones
Austin J. Kalmes
Kevin D. Kampschror
Gregory R. Kerr
Kerry E. Kleiman
Gregory A. Kraemer
John L. Krieger
Andrew L. Kynaston
Alyssa Aklestad
Doreen Spears Hartwell
Fargol Ghadiri
Frances-Ann Fine
Frederick Melms
Hayley Cummings
Hilar Anne Williams
Jason Onello
Kim Sinatra

Lynn Conant
Matthew Cecil
Meng Zhong
Patricia Lee
Peter Peterson
Racheal Ross
Rachel Sloane Tygret
Rochelle Harding-Roed
Royi Moas
Seth Ballstaedt
Timothy Wiseman
Brittany M. Llewellyn
Dawn M. Lozano
Amber N. Lunn
Daniel J. McCain
Patrick C. McDonnell
Janet L. Merrill
Raelene K. Palmer
Eric M. Pepperman
Sarah I. Perez
Brandi M. Planet
Corinne M. Price

Michael D. Rawlins
Josh M. Reid
Francesca M. Resch
Amanda M. Roberts
Molly S. Rosenblum
Nahtanael R. Rulis
Kelly L. Schmitt
Anthony T. Smith
Nancy R. Snow
David A. Stephens
Marsha L. Stephenson
Thomas W. Stewart
Kimberly A. Stutzman
David L. Tanner
Adam Q. Tully
Patty L. Walsh
Darren J. Welsh
W. West Allen
Jessica E. Whelan
Amy M. Wilson
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CONNOR Shea and Mark Starr, associates at Brown-
stein Hyatt Farber Schreck, launched the inaugural As-
sociates Challenge in August. The challenge is a friendly 
competition between law firms to raise awareness on 
the unmet legal needs of the poor and vulnerable in 
Southern Nevada. The month-long challenge raised 
nearly $40,000 for Legal Aid Center’s Access to Justice 
Endowment campaign, ensuring that legal education 
classes, self-help centers, direct representation and ac-
cess to justice are available for low income and vulner-
able individuals throughout the community.
	 Shea and Starr wanted to encourage individual giv-
ing and develop a new generation of access to justice 
leaders among young lawyers. They invited Dickinson 
Wright, Fennemore Craig, Greenberg Traurig, Lewis 
Roca Rothgerber Christie, Marquis Aurbach Coffing, 
McDonald Carano and Snell & Wilmer to join the first 
Associates Challenge in Las Vegas. 

	 “It was important for us to bring the Associates 
Challenge to the Las Vegas area because it provides 
an opportunity to bring low-income individuals the 
legal resources they need. With Las Vegas being my 
hometown, it was especially important for me to do my 
part to support those who may not be able to support 
themselves,” said Shea.
     Associates at participating firms challenged each 
other, and their firm members, while other firm mem-
bers got involved in the challenge by hosting raffles 
and special events. Starr and Shea plan to expand the 
competition for the 2020 Associates Challenge. 
	 “We are thrilled with this year’s results. Next year, 
we’d like to grow this event to help more people in our 
community. We plan to invite more firms and launch 
new ideas to encourage participation. Our hope is to 
make this a bigger success each year and continue the 
challenge for years to come,” said Starr.

Inaugural Associates Challenge

Connor Shea

Mark Starr

For information about promoting the attorneys at your firm to over 100,000 

business leaders, or to learn more about the magazine’s Legal Elite and Legal 

Opinion features, call 702.267.6327 or email connie@nevadabusiness.com.

Nevada Business Magazine
is proud to support the
efforts of Legal Aid Center of
Southern Nevada and the pro 
bono heroes recognized in
this publication.
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Heroes Club

Aldrich Law Firm
Amen Law Group
Anat Levy & Associates
Aquino Law Group
Bailey Kennedy
Ballstaedt Law Firm
Blackmon Law Group
Brauer Driscoll Sun And 
Associates
Charles Schwab
Claflin Law
Dawn M. Lozano, Ltd.
Dias Law Group
Douglas Crawford Law
Golanics Law
Goldsmith & Guymon
Hamilton Law
Hanratty Law Group
Hartwell Thalacker
Ireland Law Group
Jenny Legal
Jimmerson Law Firm
Jones Lovelock

Kainen Law Group
Kevin E. Beck, Ltd.
Kristine K. Jensen, Ltd.
Las Vegas Estate Planning & 
Probate Lawyers
Law Office of Alyssa Aklestad
Law Office of Christine M. Owen
Law Office of James J. Ream
Law Office of Julie A. Mersch
Law Office of Kevin L. Hernandez
Law Office of Lisa Rasmussen
Law Office of Nathalie Gottschalk
Law Office of Yvette Chevalier
Law Offices of Christopher Cannon
Law Offices of Donald E. Lowrey
Law Offices of Janice Brown
Law Offices of P. Sterling Kerr
Law Offices of Robert L. Hempen II
Leavitt Legal Group
Leavitt Legal Services
Lombino Law Studio
Lynn’s Law
Makris Legal Services

McDonald Law Group
McLetchie Shell
Morris Law Center
Naimi & Cerceo
Nehme-Tomalka & Associates
O’Grady Law Group
Premier Legal Group
Radford J. Smith, Chartered
Roberts Stoffel Family Law Group
Spencer Fane
Tanasi Law Offices
The Langsdale Law Firm
The Law Office of Vernon Nelson
The Palmer Law Firm
The Ruiz Law Firm
Theresa Mains, Attorney At Law
Thomas M. Burns, Ltd.
TMR Law Group
Vargas Law Group
Willick Law Group
Xavier Gonzales Attorney At Law
Young Law Group
Zaman Legal

Law Firms with

1-5 Attorneys

The aspirational goal in Nevada is for every lawyer to provide at least 20 hours 
of pro bono services per year. These law firms met and/or exceeded
this goal by donating 20 pro bono hours or more per attorney.

Holland & Hart
Hutchison & Steffen

Garman Turner Gordon
Snell & Wilmer

Law Firms with

15+ Attorneys

Law Firms with

6-14 Attorneys
Armstrong Teasdale
Black & Lobello
Kemp Jones & Coulthard

Pisanelli Bice
The Dickerson Karacsonyi 
Law Group

Wolf Rifkin Shapiro 
Schulman & Rabkin
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President
Maximiliano Couvillier, III, Esq.
Kennedy & Couvillier
Secretary
J. Randall Jones, Esq.
Kemp, Jones & Coulthard
Treasurer
Shelby Keefer, C.P.A.
Serl & Keefer

——
Bob Dickerson, Esq.
The Dickerson Law Group

Paul Martin
Nevadans for Equal Access

Richard Morgan, Esq.

Elizabeth Nelson, Esq.

Marshal Willick, Esq.
Willick Law Group

Betsy Ward
Las Vegas-Clark County Library District

John Valery White, Esq.
UNLV

Kim Sinatra, Esq.
Hospitality, Entertainment and Gaming Executive

Karen Haller, Esq.
Southwest Gas Corporation

Robyn Manzini

Patricia Lee, Esq.
Hutchison & Steffen

Michon Martin
R&R Partners

——
General Counsel

Robert E. McPeak, Esq.
McDonald Carano

Board of Directors

Contact Us
lacsn.org
725 E. Charleston Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89104

P R O B O N O

HEROES

T H E

PRO BONO 
PROJECT

Legal Aid Center’s Pro Bono Project coordinates private attorneys who generously 
volunteer to provide free legal assistance to individuals who cannot afford an attorney.  
The team also works hard to provide ongoing continuing legal education (CLE) 
courses throughout the year, support luncheons for volunteers, training materials and 
other resources, along with special events to recognize pro bono attorneys.

L-R:  Cindy Morales, Recruitment Coordinator
Elizabeth Gomez, Legal Assistant • Josie Techau, Volunteer Coordinator

Noah Malgeri, Esq., Pro Bono Project Director

Staff
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