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Reno Revitalization:
Striving, Surviving, Thriving
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Nevada Governor Kenny Guinn
compares the city of Reno to
a person: “As you get older,
you might wake up one day,

take a look, and say, “I didn’t take good
care of myself.” That would be the time to
join a health club, lose weight and pay
more attention to personal appearance.
What impresses the governor about Reno
is that residents, politicians and business-
people are fighting against the effects of
aging. “They’re not just giving up and mov-
ing to suburbia,” he said.

The governor sees hope in current ef-
forts to revitalize the city. “Metro areas take
a terrific beating over the years,” he said.
“In return, all they need is a lot of focus and
TLC to survive for another bout. Right now,
you can’t hear news of Reno without hear-
ing about how focused everyone is on re-
development of downtown.”

Where We’ve Been
Charles McNeely, Reno City Manager,

said, “The city now has an economic and
political environment that is stable, pre-
dictable and business-friendly.” This envi-
ronment is characterized by a level of coop-
eration and vision previously unheard of in
Reno, and it has spawned a flurry of activity.
From building a walkway beside the river to
lowering the train tracks, from public art to
public transportation, from downtown living
to downtown shopping, Reno is changing.

Where We’re Going
Renoites are going downtown again.

While that may not seem like a big deal to
some, it wasn’t that long ago that down-
town Reno stood in disrepair – a scary,
desolate place marked by crime and
boarded-up buildings. Ken Adams, a con-
sultant and former president of the Down-
town Improvement Association, remem-
bers when walking two blocks was like
walking two miles because of the danger
and the darkness. Now that same two
blocks feel safe. “It’s a wonderful evolu-
tion,” he said. “Downtown used to be a
cold, hostile world. It was all about making

everything as cheap as possible – all about
free drink tickets. That was our world. Now
when you are looking for vitality and life
and meaning, it’s downtown. Our old im-
ages are now just folklore.”

Reno has a lot of projects in the works.

Public works, retail, housing and enough
special events to entertain the entire coun-
try. Downtown is safer, more attractive and
a lot of fun. But Reno officials want to help
all the citizens of the region – not just those
who shop or work or even live downtown.

http://www.voitco.com/vistabusinesspark
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T here is no shortage of ways to
spend money in downtown Reno.
And many of them do not involve
bells, whistles or quarters. Reno’s

downtown is marked by restaurants from
American to French, eclectic shops selling
fine furniture to fine wine, and galleries from
Disney animation to outdoor photography.

Restaurants
Beaujolais Bistro is a charming country-

French bistro located at 130 West Street in
a nearly 100-year-old brick building.
Owner/chef Bill Gilbert has gone out of his
way to bring France alive in the details.
From the décor to the menu to the music to
the waiters themselves (several of whom
speak French), Gilbert has brought a slice
of Europe to downtown Reno.

La Famiglia Ristorante Italiano, at 180
East First Street, also harkens to its Euro-
pean roots. Teresa and Paolo Gaspari, well
known in Reno’s culinary circles, have

Strength Through the Arts
Strong leadership has been a big part of

revitalizing Reno. But maybe just as big has
been art and culture. While Reno has not
always been synonymous with art,
ARTown, Sierra Arts and other organiza-
tions have been working hard to change
that perception – and succeeding. ARTown
brings hundreds of thousands of people to
Reno each year for the largest arts and cul-
ture festival in the nation. And Jill Berry-
man, Executive Director of Sierra Arts,
credits the Riverside Artists Lofts (which
houses Sierra Arts offices and gallery on
the ground floor) as a catalyst for this
whole wave of revitalization. Indeed, the
Lofts saved an historic building, brought
energy to the area and gave people a place
to live downtown.

Throughout the nation, cities are discov-
ering that downtown revitalization has a di-
rect impact on how a city works as a whole.
Roberta Ross has been a downtown pres-
ence since 1985. Ross Manor Residential
Hotel and Apartments has been in her fam-
ily since 1972. Ross, who owns the apart-
ment building and is President of the Down-
town Improvement Association, is pleased
with the changes being made downtown.
“Revitalization efforts,” she said, “change
reality, not just perception. A city with a
strong downtown core builds a strong city.”

brought their unique warmth and fresh
menu downtown. This family-owned
restaurant (operated by the Gasparis, their
son and their nephew) excels at home-
made pastas, fresh fish and a great wine
list – all the tastes of old Italy. Come sum-
mer, that taste will be available in patio
seating as well.

The bottom floor of the Riverside Artists
Lofts (17 South Virginia Street) offers de-
lights for casual and fine diners alike.
Dreamers Coffee House & Deli offers the
coffee and deli fare one might expect from
the name, but brings ambience up a notch
with huge windows, tall ceilings and an
eclectic variety of art inside, as well as a
patio area outside with a view of the Truc-
kee River. Sharing the building is E.J.’s
Jazz Café. The music and the food are per-
fectly suited to the Big Easy décor, but the
friendly staff and well-equipped bar are
pure Reno.

The Silver Peak Restaurant and Brewery
(135 North Sierra Street), located on the
bottom floor of the parking garage at First
and Sierra Streets, offers the best of Amer-
ican food and the best salmon fish and
chips anywhere. The vibrant décor, custom
brews, outdoor seating and high-energy
staff make this a favorite hangout for locals
and visitors alike.

Commercial and 
Retail Offerings in
Downtown Reno

E.J.’s Jazz Café

Riverside Artists Lofts 



http://www.nevadafirstbank.com
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Deux Gros Nez (249 California Avenue) is
celebrating its 20th anniversary, along with
the honor of being one of Reno’s first full-
blown coffee houses. The coffee house has
grown into a café with a penchant for using
cycling memorabilia to add to its colorful
décor. Not just happy with bikes hanging
from the ceiling, however, owner Tim
Healion added a bike race to the mix. The
12th annual Mighty Tour De Nez Criterium
(June 16-18) is a three-day, four-stage pro
race. But the Tour isn’t just for pros. Kids
are invited to the kiddie race, the brave are
invited to the klunker race and bicycle
messengers are invited to show off their
stuff – all in a party atmosphere.

Kelly Bland, senior VP of Colliers Interna-
tional, was on the lookout for a way to in-
vest in downtown renovation. The parcel at
First and Sierra Streets, adjacent to the

theater, looked promising, but he’d seen
developers come and go with no change.
Finally the Reno native decided to take on
the parcel himself. “I went through the
public process, and 19 months later I’m an
overnight success,” he laughed. Bland did-
n’t mind the slow process, however. He
credits the city with making the experience
a positive one. River’s Edge, a single-story
4,800-square-foot building, was designed
to fit the 7,500-square-foot parcel with
room for canopied outdoor seating while
blending in with the theater next door. “We
did our best to design the project to fit in on
the corner and be impressive-looking to
add to the downtown excitement,” said
Bland. The building will add three quick-
service restaurants to the downtown area
– Figaro’s Pizza, Taco Del Mar and Cold
Stone Creamery.

Parking Gallery
The 20,000-square-foot retail space in

the Parking Gallery (on the corner of First
and Sierra streets) sits beneath seven
floors of parking and hosts Cavanaugh’s,
Silver Peak Restaurant and Brewery and
The Downtown Marketplace. Cavanaugh’s
offers upscale home furnishings under the
tag line of “furniture as art.” Specializing in
solid wood and hand-painted designs, Ca-
vanaugh’s offers furniture to last a lifetime.

The upscale Downtown Marketplace, oc-

cupying about 3,600 square feet, offers
fresh produce, meats, pre-made deli sand-
wiches and take-n-bake pizzas. In sum-
mer, café tables will be open outdoors,
while local artists display and sell their
work indoors.

With all that’s happening downtown, the
Parking Gallery has become a hub of the
hubbub. Local merchants offer validation,
and parking is free for four hours with
movie ticket stubs from the theater across
the street.

City Hall 
Located at 1 East First Street, the new

City Hall offers a sleek, modern signature
for Reno’s leadership and has brought 300
jobs to downtown. The 16-story high-rise is
home to the Reno City Council Chambers,
myriad government offices and a first-floor
art gallery – Metro Gallery – curated by
Sierra Arts. A permanent public art collec-
tion also graces each of the floors of the
City Hall building, with a tour map offered
in the lobby.

Lack of space for the growing city gov-
ernment necessitated the move to the new
offices. Cost was a major factor in choos-
ing the current site. Leann McElroy, chief of
staff for the city manager, said analysis of
the city’s options showed moving to the 

Century Riverside 12 Theatre

City Hall

The Silver Peak Restaurant and Brewery is one of several businesses 
located at the Parking Gallery at First and Sierra.
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existing building instead of building some-
thing new meant a savings of at least $7
million (as high as $21 million when com-
pared to some alternatives). The project is
funded not only through revenue bonds,
but also through lease agreements with
tenants throughout the building.

Plaza at 10 N. Virginia Street
The Plaza is right next door to the new

City Hall on the site of the old Mapes build-
ing and offers a fabulous opportunity to the
downtown area. The Redevelopment
Agency describes it as a “signature for
Reno” and a southern gateway to the
downtown area. The Plaza will include a
public plaza with an ice-skating rink (to be
converted to an outdoor concert space dur-
ing non-winter months) and retail and
restaurant space.

The design includes: an 85-foot-by-185-
foot rectangular ice rink; a sloped am-
phitheater; an offset stage; historic mark-
ers depicting great moments in Reno
history; a water feature; and lighting and
landscaping, to include a grove of trees
within the grass-covered area. One of the
most striking visual elements of the site is
a cable-supported elliptical canopy sus-
pended over the ice-rink area by two giant,
stylized pylons.

A four-story retail building is also planned
for the site. Alan Gottlieb, president of Real
Estate Affiliates, Inc., said, “The synergy
from the plaza and the beauty of the 
Truckee River and the proximity to offices
and hotels all make the site ideal for restau-
rants.” Though no commitments have been
made for the occupants of the building, Got-
tlieb’s vision is for restaurants on all four lev-
els so people can come to the plaza, watch
the various activities on the plaza and on the
river while having a bite to eat. While there
is a parking garage across the street,
Gottlieb will also offer valet parking.

Art Galleries
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, but

there truly is something for everyone
downtown. Whether the art be fine or
funky, metal or canvas, local or internation-
al, practical or fanciful, or anything in be-
tween, Reno’s 15 galleries have it all.

100 North Sierra Street Antiques
100 North Sierra Street, (775) 322-9444
Antiques, arts and crafts

Bantu Spirit
17 S. Virginia Street, Suite 140, (775) 337-1717
African and Shona art

Etnyre Jewelers and Animation Gallery
119 North Virginia Street, (775) 329-6887
Disney fine art, Swarovski crystal, art-to-wear jewelry

Gallery 516
516 S. Virginia St., (775) 333-0900
Original contemporary conceptual and representational works by Nevada artists

La Bussola
211 West 1st Street, (775) 348-8858
Local artists, handmade furniture, hand-painted antique furniture, paintings,
sculpture, ceramics and more

McKinley Arts & Culture Center
925 Riverside Drive, (775) 334-2417
Featuring Reno-Sparks area artists

Metro Art Gallery
Reno City Hall, One East First Street, (775) 334-2417
Featuring a variety of artistic styles by local and regional artists with six shows per 
year, sponsored by the Reno Arts & Culture Commission and managed by Sierra Arts

River Gallery
290 California Street, (775) 329-3698
Eclectic collection of fine arts, ceramics, gifts and books

Sierra Arts Gallery at the Riverside Artist Lofts
Sierra Arts Center, 17 S. Virginia Street, (775) 329-ARTS
Contemporary art exhibits

Stremmel Gallery
1400 S. Virginia Street, (775) 786-0558
Contemporary American art

University of Nevada Galleries
• Sheppard Gallery 
• McNamara Gallery 
• Front Door Gallery 
• Exit Gallery
(All located in the Church Fine Arts Bldg), University of Nevada Reno Campus, (775) 784-6658
Featuring works by nationally known artists as well as UNR faculty and students 

VSA Arts
Lake Mansion, corner of Arlington Avenue and Court Street (775) 826-6100
Non-profit organization providing arts programming for adults and children 
with special needs who may be underserved by the arts. Paintings, sculpture 
and three-dimensional wearable art for sale.

A R T  G A L L E R I E S
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R evitalization, redevelopment,
renaissance – these are all
words being bandied about in
conjunction with downtown

Reno. But for a few hundred new residents,
the word they prefer is “home.”

James Graham, economic development
manager for the Reno Redevelopment
Agency, pointed out that there are two
groups interested in living downtown: peo-
ple between 25 and 40 (for career, recre-
ation and family life) and those over the
age of 65 (for retirement and affordable
lifestyle). “It’s usually hard to plan for both
groups, but Reno is uniquely positioned to
accept both groups,” he said. The area’s
low taxes and diversity of recreation ap-
peal to just about everybody.

Reno’s Truckee River Arts District is
sprouting condos and bringing new
lives to downtown. Two old casino
buildings are being converted to condos
– the Sundowner is becoming the
Belvedere Towers, and the Comstock is
soon to be the Residence at Riverwalk
Towers. In addition, two new building
are planned – the Palladio has broken
ground, while Chambolle is still in the
planning stages. Each offers retail
space and its own take on downtown
living – high-end lobby, walking dis-
tance to restaurants and galleries –
with the added draw of breathtaking
views of the Truckee River, downtown
and/or the mountains ringing the city.

Reno’s New Condos: Home is Where the Art Is

The Comstock Hotel is being converted 
into condominiums.

The Palladio project downtown will be a 13-story tower with 92 luxury condos.
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Palladio
The site of the old Granada Theater has

been empty for years. But the parcel, com-
monly referred to as the mid-block site, is
going to be the home of the new Palladio.
Located on the east side of Sierra Street,
across from the Century Riverside 12 The-
atre, the project will include a 13-story
tower with 92 high-end luxury condos.
Amenities will include:
• Three floors of parking 
• Gym
• Luxury appointments
• Dramatic views

Chambolle
The 10-story, 50-unit Chambolle condomini-

um project is in the planning stages to revital-
ize the currently vacant parcel adjacent to the
Riverside Artist Lofts. Amenities will include:
• Outdoor pool
• Garden area
• Balconies or terraces for all units
• Two levels of parking
Condos will range from 900 to 3,500
square feet and feature one-, two-, three-
and four-bedroom designs.

The Residences at 
Riverwalk Towers

The old Comstock hotel-casino building
at 200 West Second Street has found a
new vitality through extensive remodeling
and a new identity with the new name of
“The Residences at Riverwalk Towers.” The
casual elegance of the 120-unit tower in-
cludes:
• Outdoor pool, sundeck and jetted spa
• Clubhouse
• Panoramic views of Sierra mountains and
downtown, some units with river views
• Secured-access lobby
• On-site storage
• Business center
• Fitness center
• Underground parking
• Elevators (including service elevator)
• Individually metered electric utilities

The condos range from 385 to 1,800
square feet and more. Unit designs include
studio; one-bedroom, one-bath; two-bed-
room, two-bath; two-bedroom, 2.5 bath
townhome; and penthouse.

Belvedere Towers
What was once the Sundowner Hotel-

Casino at 450 North Arlington Avenue 
is now becoming the Belvedere Towers
with 187 condominiums. Amenities 
will include:
• High-security building
• Enclosed parking
• Pool

• Fitness center
• Elevator
• Underground parking
• Concierge service
• Views of the Sierra mountains and
downtown

The units range from studios to two-bed-
room suites and include state-of-the-art
appliances.

http://www.northernnevadabank.com


14 Reno Supplement

Nevada has been a study of
castles in the air. An oasis in
the desert, neon in the mead-
ows, families in Sin City –

this state can build what it can dream. As
Reno has grown and embraced its
strengths, the need for a strong infrastruc-
ture has become more and more apparent.
Some of those needs have been on a small
scale – such as new manhole covers –
while others have been on a grand scale –
such as lowering the train tracks. All, re-
gardless of scale, have required vision,
foresight and commitment – three attribut-
es Reno has been cultivating for years.

Regional Transportation 
Commission (RTC) Transit Center
The RTC transit center at Fourth and

Center streets downtown has outgrown its
home and is moving to the Fourth and Lake

streets area. Site plan development and
design began in July 2004, and construc-
tion is scheduled for 2006, with an antici-
pated opening in 2008. Art and the natural
environment are keys to the design of the
Transit Center. Artist Donald Lipski was
chosen from a panel of local artists and
arts advocates to design the art elements
for the project.

The Transit Center will also boast the first
LEED-certified buildings in Reno. LEED
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Designs) emphasizes state-of-the-art sus-
tainability standards, and – while increasing
initial costs – has been shown to reduce
long-term maintenance and energy costs.

ReTRAC
For 100 years, downtown Reno has been

cut in half by the railroad tracks. But the
city is soon to be brought back together.

The $282 million ReTRAC (Reno Trans-
portation Rail Access Corridor) is the
largest public works project in the history
of Northern Nevada, said Steve Varela, Di-
rector of Public Works/City Engineer. The
project will eliminate 11 existing railroad
crossings over a 2.3-mile stretch by dig-
ging a trench and lowering the tracks,
while also making way for open space and
public art. The project is expected to be
complete by September of 2006. According
to John MacIntyre, project management
coordinator and consultant for the City of
Reno, the ReTRAC project is on schedule
and under budget. Projects of this size sel-
dom exist devoid of controversy, and Re-
TRAC has certainly had its share.

Lowering the train tracks that run
through downtown Reno has been part
of political discussions for 60 years. Part
of the reason the project never came to

Building a Strong Foundation for the Future: 
Reno Infrastructure

“If you have built
castles in the air,
your work need not
be lost; that is where
they should be. 
Now put the founda-
tions under them.”
Henry David Thoreau

ReTRAC Project
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fruition before lies in its proactive na-
ture. Lowering the tracks has always
meant trying to predict the future. When,
exactly, would Reno be big enough and
the rails crowded enough to justify the
cost and inconvenience? And when
would city leaders be willing to risk pub-
lic outcry to improve that same public’s
future? The answer to all these ques-
tions appears to be, “ Now.”

Public Art
“People have a little more respect when

there are things more attractive to look at
than garbage and dilapidated buildings,”
said Jill Berryman, Executive Director of
Sierra Arts. Having worked downtown for
nine years, Berryman has seen the differ-
ence public art can make. Her organization
worked with the city and Minneapolis-
based ArtSpace to transform the aban-
doned Riverside Hotel into the dynamic
Riverside Artists Lofts. “The city was stalled
then,” said Berryman, “but they were ab-
solutely, wonderfully terrific with this pro-
ject. And it was a project the community
could get behind.” The lofts offered a mix of
retail and housing to save an historic build-
ing and bring working artists downtown.

The energy changed. Art began to spread
to coffee houses and galleries, the sides of
buildings and sidewalks. For possibly the
first time, Renoites could see the benefit of
adding arts and culture to the downtown
experience. “The Redevelopment Agency
has been encouraging private business to
do public art,” said Berryman. “Be it better
architecture, landscaping, benches or tra-
ditional art – it’s all public art.”

The City of Reno Arts and Culture Com-
mission has been working to add art in
both expected and unexpected areas. Inde-
pendent sculptures, designed by local
artist Dave Boyer, hang from streetlights
like kinetic banners, spinning in the breeze.
That same design has been worked into
pocket maps and other offerings in the Arts
and Culture District downtown. The bridges
that add so much charm to the area are
getting new adornments to make them
focal points for the area. In a two-phase
project, lights will turn the walkways into
wonderlands. Phase 1 is adding lighting, to

enhance the historic brick look of the river-
front area. The second phase will add
scores of twinkling lights to rival Nevada’s
enviable starry nights.

Cruz Excavating is donating a large
bronze deer to the Whitewater Park. City
Hall is hosting art on every floor. Even the

manhole covers are being replaced with
the new city logo. ReTRAC is incorporating
art; the new ice rink is incorporating art.
Benches dot the riverfront, murals grace
the sides of buildings, music wafts from
Wingfield Park and locals and visitors
alike are coming downtown again.

http://www.sierrapacific.com
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Astrong downtown makes for a
strong Reno. The entire region
has been growing and chang-
ing, redefining itself and

recommitting to make it great. The im-
provements being made to three regional
centers are indicative of all that is being
done right in Reno.

Saint Mary’s Heath Network
When the Dominican Sisters were travel-

ing through Reno from San Rafael, Califor-
nia, the area’s need for a boarding school
for the children of miners convinced them
to stay. The nuns’ concern for the people of
the area eventually led to their develop-
ment of Saint Mary’s Hospital nearly 100
years ago. The hospital has grown into
Saint Mary’s Health Network – a fully inte-
grated, non-profit healthcare system with
10 facilities, a health plans division and
philanthropic foundation.

The more than 2,600 employees of Saint
Mary’s Health Network continue in their
mission to provide quality healthcare to in-
dividuals in order to restore, preserve and
promote health in a Christian environment.
A current $160 million expansion project
will nearly double the size of St. Mary’s Re-
gional Medical Center. Scheduled for
phased completion in 2007, the expansion
includes 450,000 square feet, 25 new ER
beds, 30 patient critical-care beds and a
new 42,000-square-foot intensive care
unit. New facilities and services will also
include a new six-story medical plaza with
physician and administration space, an on-
site laboratory, diagnostic imagery, radia-
tion/oncology, a wellness center, a parking
structure and a public plaza with a park-
like setting.

The project is part of the downtown area
and signifies a significant investment in
Reno, according to Reno Mayor Bob

Cashell. The massive development will em-
ploy 350 local workers and provide $115
million for the community.

Washoe Medical Center
Washoe Medical Center started out as a

clinic to treat victims of a smallpox out-
break in 1862. That little clinic has since
grown into Washoe Health System – an in-
tegrated, regional healthcare system that
encompasses four hospitals (including the
not-for-profit Washoe Medical Center at 77
Pringle Way), a skilled nursing facility, four
family-care and urgent-care centers, two
specialty medical groups, home care, reha-
bilitation services, health and wellness pro-
grams and insurance services.

It seems everything in Reno is growing,
and Washoe Medical Center is no excep-
tion. Washoe Health Systems cites a 33
percent increase in acute admissions since
1999 as the primary reason for its expan-
sion. Brian Ivie, Chief Administrative Officer
of Washoe Medical Center’s main campus,
said the facility has been running near ca-

pacity in the existing building. The planned
12-story, 500,000-square-foot, $220 mil-
lion expansion of the main campus on
Pringle will add more patient rooms, state-
of-the-art technology, additional parking
and improved access to the facilities. The
addition of 342 new beds will enhance the
529-bed main facility and a five-story
parking garage will add 1,100 covered
parking spaces.

Construction of the new facilities will
employ approximately 500 people from the
local community. And, once complete, the
expansion is expected to add around 500
jobs in a variety of positions. The expan-
sion, developed with input from physicians,
patients and employees, is due to be com-
plete in 2007.

University of Nevada, Reno
The University of Nevada, Reno has been

part of the community for over 100 years.
In that time, it has grown from a building
dragged from Elko to one of the top em-
ployers in Northern Nevada. With some

Growing, Growing, Home
Regional Centers in Downtown Reno

University of Nevada Reno
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6,000 direct jobs with direct payrolls of
over $204 million and direct expenditures
of more than $426 million, the university is
a significant economic force in Nevada. Tax
revenues from the university account for
$40 million to state and local governments.
Students go on to work, teach and volun-
teer throughout the community.

The university offers 77 undergraduate,
76 master’s and 39 doctoral programs in a
wide range of subjects – from advertising
to zoology and everything in between – for
more than 16,000 students. That number is
expected to double over the next few years,
according to John Lilley, President of the
university. The graduates of all those pro-
grams contribute to the economy after col-
lege as well. According to a 2003 study, 81
percent of the university’s graduates were
employed in Nevada.

The university supports the business and
economic development activities of Nevada
in other ways, including the University Cen-
ter for Economic Development, the Interna-
tional Resource Center of Northern Nevada,
the Management Assistance Partnership,
the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
and the Nevada Small Business Develop-
ment Centers.

In the realm of healthcare, according to
John Frederick, Provost and Executive Vice
President, 70 percent of the doctors
brought in by the university medical
school’s residency program stay in Nevada.
In addition, the university runs outreach
clinics, a downtown nursing clinic for low
income families, a clinic on campus for
speech pathology and psychiatric services
downtown.

President Lilley is excited for the future
of the university, especially its part in
downtown redevelopment. “We want to
make the university larger and more at-
tractive,” he said. “We want the city to
grow toward us, and we want to grow to-
ward the city.” Indeed, the city has been in-
volved with the university’s Master Plan –
the driving force for planning and budget
for the university – and university leaders
keep abreast of city planning efforts. The
combination of city and university provides
a synergy that promises great things for
both groups’ efforts.

One of the Top 10 best places to live 
– Cities Ranked and Rated

One of the top three booming towns. “Geography and 
jobs make these markets hot – and they’re getting hotter.” 
– Fortune

One of the top cities to which businesses are migrating 
for quality of life and business-friendly atmosphere. 
– Time

No. 4 in the top 50 small metro areas to start and 
grow small businesses 
– INC.

One of the top cities for doing business 
– Forbes

The No. 1 outdoor recreation area in the United States 
– Rand McNally

The best small city in America for small business 
– Dun and Bradstreet and Entrepreneur

The No. 1 literacy city 
– National Endowment for the Arts

“The Paris of Northern Nevada” 
– VIA

The friendliest city in Nevada 
– Nevada

D I S T I N C T I O N S

http://www.sageridge.org
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Out and About and Never Bored
Special Events in Downtown Reno

R eno sits at the base of the tow-
ering Sierra Nevada mountain
range and enjoys four distinct
seasons. Leaves spark fire

tones in the fall, snow blankets the ski
slopes in the winter, flowers paint the land-
scape in the spring and summer is sun,
sun, sun. When the weather turns nice,
Renoites head outside, and there is no
shortage of things to do.

Downtown Events Center
An entire city block in downtown Reno

has been converted into a first-class spe-
cial events venue. The 7,500-seat Down-
town Events Center serves not only as a
small convention center for the downtown
area, but also as a top-notch performance
facility. Multipurpose space on the first
floor is perfect for concerts, sporting
events, large dinners or small conventions
and trade shows. The 55,000-square-foot
first-floor exhibit space includes re-
tractable telescopic stadium seating, and
the six second-floor meeting rooms/suites
have the advantage of retractable air
walls to allow for a variety of configura-
tions. The new facility opened in January

2005 and is having no problem attracting
top-notch acts such as George Lopez and
Velvet Revolver.

Nevada Museum of Art
The 55,000-square-foot NMA is a work

of art in its own right. Designed by interna-
tionally renowned architect Will Bruder, the
striking building was inspired by the near-
by Black Rock Desert. The museum’s per-
manent collection includes some 1,900
works arranged into five focus areas, all
dealing with land and environment.

This year’s feature exhibit (sponsored
by the Reno-Sparks Visitors Authority) is
Maxfield Parrish: The Master of Make-Be-
lieve (April 30 through June 26). This
touring retrospective of Parrish’s work

will be making its West Coast premier at
NMA. The more than 80 works in the ex-
hibit track Parrish’s career as a painter
and illustrator and include some rarely
seen murals and photographs by this
American master.

Reno River Festival
The second annual Reno River Festival

combines one of Nevada’s natural wonders
– the Truckee River – with one of Reno’s
manmade wonders – the Truckee River
Whitewater Park. Reno is lucky to have the
Truckee River flowing through the middle of
town and has built on that luck by adding
the Whitewater Park right in the center of its
business and arts district. The Park is 2,600
feet long, with a difficulty rating of 2 or 3
(out of 6) and is the first in Nevada and the
region. It includes north and south chan-
nels, 11 drop pools, boulders for kayaking
maneuvers, a slalom racing course and
7,000 tons of smooth flat rocks along the
shores for easy river access and spectator
seating. It’s no wonder an estimated 13,000
visitors showed up for the first festival.

This year’s festival, from May 12 to 15,
includes Kayaking Rodeos (both invitation-
al and pro), Down River Races and Boater
Cross. Demonstrations and clinics will be
offered to all those who want to try their
hand at boat sports or who want to sharp-
en existing skills. Even kids will have a
chance to join in the mix in a clinic led by
11-year-old Dane Jackson and 14-year-old
Emily Jackson, both world competitors inDowntown Events Center
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Peak Performance
Sierra Builders has provided superior craftsmanship 

to Northern Nevada for more than 24 years.

Call us for your next project.

special kids kayaks designed by their dad
(world champion Eric Jackson). To keep the
festival festive, food vendors, a beer garden
and live entertainment will all be on hand.

Artown
ARTown began in 1996 as a way to add

vitality to Reno’s downtown area while ex-
posing both locals and visitors to the qual-
ity and diversity of Northern Nevada’s
homegrown art. Ten years later, ARTown is
a celebration of all that makes Reno and
the arts great – the natural beauty of the
area, the fabulous summer climate and a
rich, diverse and active arts community.
Nothing shows off all the city has to offer
like ARTown. And that showing off has led
to an arts festival that not only showcases
local and regional artists, but also attracts
first-rate entertainers from around the
country and even around the world.

ARTown 2005, held throughout the month
of July, promises more of what makes the
festival an international draw and a regional
party – a diversity of entertainment, hands-
on activities for the whole family and some
of the biggest names in art. The tenth an-
niversary of ARTown will include the awe-in-
spiring Mormon Tabernacle Choir, the gravi-
ty-defying dance group Pilobolus, Celtic
dance legends the Chieftans, Grammy-win-
ning Ladysmith Black Mambazo, the Pink
Floyd laser show, the sensory explosion of
N_ Lei Hulu I ka W_kiu hula, the arias and
rock of the East Village Opera Company and
the local talent of the Reno Philharmonic,
Great Basin Chautauqua, Nevada Opera,
Reno Chamber Orchestra and Nevada Mu-
seum of Art, to name just a few. For 31 days,
65 arts and cultural organizations and busi-
nesses offer 200 visual, performing and hu-
manities events in a variety of locations city-

wide. There will be an art market, street per-
formers, a family series, dancing in the park,
plein-air artists, ARTown after dark, open-
mike nights, and a variety of classes, con-
versations and demonstrations.

Beth Macmillan, executive director of 
ARTown, is understandably proud of the fes-
tival. But she’s equally as proud of her city.
“It feels like Reno has totally reinvented it-

self, using arts and culture as a tool. And it’s
all because the city saw the arts and culture
as a priority. All because Reno said yes.”

Hot August Nights
For everyone who loved the 1950s the

first time around, and everyone who has
discovered the joy of hot rods and poodle
skirts since then, Hot August Nights is the

ARTown booths
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event of the year. The week-long homage
to classic cars and classic rock attracts
more than 700,000 people who come to
check out some 5,000 cars from 36 states
and the dozen concerts that rock the town
from July 30 to August 7 in Reno, Sparks
and the surrounding area. Visitors and lo-
cals alike gather to watch the decked-out
cars cruise up and down the streets. Drag
races show off what these hot numbers
have under the hood. Prom night lets young
and old show off their glad rags at an old-
fashioned sock hop. And for hardcore HAN
enthusiasts, the Nevada Department of
Motor Vehicles now offers specialty license
plates with the famed logo.

National Champion Air Races
The need for speed comes to Stead Air-

port, 15 miles north of Reno, for the 42nd
National Championship Air Races from
September 14 to 18. For five days, six dif-
ferent classes of aircraft – from biplanes to

National Acts:
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, July 2, 7:30
p.m. – This renowned group of 360 men
and women from many different back-
grounds and professions brings its inau-
gural Reno performance to the Lawlor
Events Center. Since its first performance
in 1847, the Choir’s music has struck a
resonant chord with classical and choral
music lovers nationwide.

Paramount’s Original Laser Spectacu-
lar – Featuring the music of Pink Floyd,
this visual and auditory spectacular will
entertain ARTown audiences with a kalei-
doscope of color accompanied by 10,000
watts of concert sound.

Pilobolus, July 7 – Named after a fungus
that shoots out spores, Pilobolus, the arts
organism, germinated in the fertile soil of
a Dartmouth College dance class in 1971.
What emerged was a collaborative chore-
ographic process and a unique weight-
sharing approach to partnering that gave
the young company a non-traditional but
powerful new set of skills with which to
make dances. The group was immediate-
ly acclaimed for its startling mix of humor
and invention.

jets – will race and generally show off for
fame and prizes. The pits are open for view,
and hundreds of participating vendors offer
booths with food, beverages, merchandise
and amenities. The U.S. Air Force Thunder-
birds and Canadian Air Forces Snowbirds
will both be part of the air show this year,
balancing their precision against the acro-
batics of air maneuvers. Many options for
viewing are available, from general admis-
sion and pit passes, to reserved seating in
the grandstand, to catered box seating.

Street Vibrations
Street Vibrations means all motorcycles

all the time. For five days, from September
21 to 25, the highways and byways of the
Reno/Sparks area are filled with hogs, chop-
pers and bikes of all kinds. Biker malls high-
light vendors’ wares from tattoos to leather
to new and used motorcycles. Live music
and food provide the party atmosphere that
brings riders from across the country.

A R T O W N

http://www.nevadaspca.org
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The Chieftains – Ireland’s legendary musi-
cal ensemble will recreate the traditional
sounds of their homeland during what
promises to be a memorable ARTown perfor-
mance. Together for 40 years, the Chieftains
have treated audiences around the world to
traditional Celtic music and have earned rave
reviews wherever they perform.They are one
of the best known performance groups of
Celtic music in the world and have been on
stage with some of music’s legends, includ-
ing The Rolling Stones on an Irish tune called
“The Rocky Road to Dublin.”

Ladysmith Black Mambazo July 13 –
Grammy Award-winner Ladysmith Black
Mambazo will headline the Northern
Nevada Food Bank’s Food for the Soul
concert series. The native South African
musical group was awarded a Grammy
this year for the “best traditional world
music CD of the year.” Fifteen years previ-
ous, Ladysmith Black Mambazo accompa-
nied Paul Simon on his Graceland album,
which many believe shaped today’s explo-
sive interest in World Music. The musical
group produces intricate rhythms and har-
monies of South African musical traditions
with the sounds of Christian gospel music,
resulting in a representation of religious,
cultural and ethnic landscapes.

Local Talent Includes:
Beethoven at Bartley: Classical Music
Under the Stars, Mondays in July – Music
aficionados meet at the Robert Z.
Hawkins Amphitheater, where diverse
classical musicians perform. Featured
artists include The Island String Quartet,
The Great Basin Brass Quintet, Alan Fuller
and The Reno Chamber Orchestra.

Family Series, Mondays in July -- Fam-
ilies gather for free shows catering to
children. The shows encourage active
imaginations and engage young partici-
pants in the arts. This year’s featured per-
formers include Beakman Live,
Beethoven’s Wig performed by the full
Reno Philharmonic, and Missoula Chil-
dren’s Theatre. All shows start at 7:00
p.m. at the Wingfield Park Amphitheater.

Pops on the River, July 7, 6 p.m. –The
“Pops” is a unique combination of Mardi
Gras, a gourmet picnic and a magnificent
concert under the stars performed by the
Reno Philharmonic Orchestra led by Mae-
stro Barry Jekowsky. Nearly 2,000 cos-
tume-clad fans gather on the banks of the
Truckee River in Wingfield Park to support
one of the summer’s most entertaining
fundraisers.

Great Basin Chautauqua – Chautauqua
brings history alive under the big tent at
Rancho San Rafael Park. The Chautauqua
performers, who portray historical char-
acters, will present “Head to Head: Great
Confrontations in American History.” Au-
diences can meet and converse with
Harry Truman, General Douglas
MacArthur, Theodore Roosevelt, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and others.

Movies in the Park, Friday Evenings in
July – ARTown’s film series, “Movies in the
Park” returns in July with four classic films
– including the series’ first full-length ani-
mated film. In 2004, filmgoers cast ballots
for their favorite ARTown film from previ-
ous years and “The Sound of Music,”
which earned the most votes, will be fea-
tured at this year’s festival. Other featured
films include “The Iron Giant,” “Treasure of
the Sierra Madre” and “Moonstruck.”

Nevada Museum of Art, Through July –
During ARTown, the Nevada Museum of
Art will host two exhibitions. Through July
31, the museum will present Darius
Kuzmickas: Pinhole Camera Photographs
and the 2005 Nevada Triennial exhibit –
opening on July 16 and showcasing criti-
cally examined visual trends and artwork
created in Nevada over the past decade.

http://www.trammelcrowcompany.com
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May 7-8: Cinco de Mayo Reno, downtown Reno. www.cincodemayoreno.com

May 12-15: Reno River Festival, Truckee River Whitewater Park. www.renoriverfestival.com

May 28: Silver Sage Adventure Race to kick off the Big Blue Adventure Series, Reno and Lake Tahoe
areas. www.bigblueadventure.com

June 16: The 13th annual Tour de Nez Class Criterium, part of USA Cycling’s national race series, 
beginning at Deux Gros Nez, downtown Reno. www.tourdenez.com

June 16-25: Reno Rodeo, Reno Livestock Events Center. www.renorodeo.com

June 25 and 26: 10th Annual Great Eldorado Brews and Blues Festival, outside the Eldorado Hotel &
Casino. www.eldoradoreno.com

July 1-31: ARTown, various locations in and around downtown Reno. www.artown.org

July 8-9: Reno-Tahoe Odyssey Relay Run Adventure, Reno and Lake Tahoe. www.renotahoeodyssey.com

July 30-August 7: Hot August Nights, various locations throughout Reno, Sparks and the surrounding
area. www.hotaugustnights.net

August 12, 6:00 p.m.: A Taste for Art 2005, Nevada Museum of Art, 160 West Liberty Street
www.nevadaart.org

August 13-16: Reno-Tahoe Blues Fest, Rancho San Rafael Park. www.renotahoebluesfest.com

August 24-28: Nevada State Fair, Reno Livestock Events Center. www.nevadastatefair.org

September 9-11: Great Reno Balloon Race, Rancho San Rafael Park and the skies above Reno.
www.renoballoon.com

September 14-18: 41st National Champion Air Races, Stead Airport. www.airrace.org

September 21-25: Street Vibrations, downtown Reno and Sparks. www.road-shows.com

October 8 and 9: 24th Annual Eldorado Italian Festival, outside the Eldorado Hotel & Casino. www.el-
doradoreno.com 

October 22-30: Kingpin Million Dollar Challenge, National Bowling Stadium.
www.kingpinchallenge.com

November 3-6: Reno Film Festival, Century Riverside 12 Theatre, Eldorado Hotel & Casino Showroom
and various locations in and around downtown Reno. www.renofilmfestival.com

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S :
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N E V A D A M U S E U M  O F  A R T  S C H E D U L E

April 5 through May 29
Nevada Now: The Visual Artists Fellowship
Award Exhibition
15 artists who participated in the Nevada
Arts Council fellowship program, 1988-
2003. The display is supported by the Neva-
da Arts Council and organized by the Nevada
Museum of Art
Wayne and Miriam Prim Theater Gallery

April 10 through July 31
Darius Kuzmickas: Pinhole Camera Pho-
tographs
Lithuanian-born Kuzmickas explores the
unique imagery specific to black-and-white
pinhole photography. He has lived and
worked in Las Vegas since 1996.
Altered Landscape Gallery

April 30 through June 26
Maxfield Parrish: Master of Make-Believe
NMA hosts the west coast premiere of this
touring retrospective of Parrish’s inimitable
work. Featuring more than 80 works from
museums and public collections, the retro-
spective examines Parrish’s celebrated wide-
ly varied as a painter and illustrator. From
landscapes to advertisement, book illustra-
tions to giant murals, even photographs – the
Master of Make-Believe did it all. The exhibi-
tion and tour is organized by the Trust for Mu-
seum Exhibitions and sponsored by the Reno-
Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority.
Feature Gallery

May 14 through November 6
Selections from the NMA Contemporary Col-
lection
A survey of contemporary works from the
museum’s permanent collection
Robert Z. Hawkins Contemporary Gallery

May 22 through August 14
Throat: Installation by Jim Zlokovich and Joe
Zuccarini
Two local artists have created an intriguing
study of clouds, metal, water and rust that

questions the concepts of time and existence
through casual reference to mythology and
religion.
Media Gallery

June 2 through July 31
Artouring
A selection of artwork by artists participating
in the Artouring program.
Wayne and Miriam Prim Theater Gallery

July 16 through October 2 
2005 Nevada Triennial 
With the inauguration of the 2005 Nevada
Triennial, the NMA will critically examine the
artists, visual trends and artwork created in
Nevada over the past decade.
Feature Exhibition Gallery / N / S / E

August 14 through October 23
Joseph Zirker: Translucent Transformations
Through more than four decades of work and
experimentation, Joseph Zirker has cultivat-
ed a reputation as one of the Bay Area’s most
innovative printmakers.
Installation Gallery 

August 20 through November 27
Dalibor Martinis: Garden of Most Awful Curses
A video installation that explores the ideas of
nature and its purity.
Media Gallery

August 4 through October 9
Ken Kruger
Photos of northeastern Nevada by Reno pho-
tographer Ken Kruger, using the Type-C
process.
Wayne and Miriam Prim Theater Gallery

October 23, 2005 - January 22, 2006
In Stabiano: Exploring an Ancient Roman Resort
Art objects and archeological artifacts found
in four ancient Roman villas located on a bluff
overlooking the Bay of Naples and the mod-
ern city of Castelammare de Stabia. For near-
ly 100 years the villas in Stabia were not sim-

ply a summer leisure retreat but a center of
political power, wealth, culture and intrigue
during the warm summer months. The thriv-
ing community was destroyed in 79 A.D.,
buried in ash by the same eruption that wiped
out Pompeii, Herculaneum and Oplontis.
Feature Gallery / S

October 22, 2005 - January 29, 2006
The John and Mary Lou Paxton Collection 
A selection of contemporary and historical
artworks by Thomas Hart Benton, Larry Bell,
Fritz Scholder, Nathan Oliveira, and Peter
Hurd, as well as many others.
Feature Gallery / E

October 17 - November 13, 2005
St. Mary’s Ornaments
A selection of holiday ornaments created for
auction to benefit Saint Mary’s Regional
Medical Center’s Emergency Room.
Wayne and Miriam Prim Theater Gallery

October 18 - 20, 2005
(Dates subject to change) 
Sand Mandala
Monks from the Tashi Lhunpo Monastery will
create a sacred sand mandala (a representa-
tion map by which the human mind is trans-
formed into an enlightened mind).
Donald W. Reynolds Grand Hall

November 12, 2005 -February 12, 2006
Black Rock
Photographs and maps from the book Black
Rock co-authored by Peter Goin, Professor of
Art, and Paul F. Starrs, Professor of Geogra-
phy, both from the University of Nevada,
Reno.
Robert Z. Hawkins Contemporary Gallery

November 18, 2005 - January 22, 2006
Linda Yuroff
Local artist Lynda Yuroff is best known for
her unique drawings and paintings depicting
animals.
Wayne and Miriam Prim Theater Gallery
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Treasure maps are usually re-
served for dark rooms and
cloaked conspirators. Not so with
the River Walk Merchants Asso-

ciation of Reno. Beginning at 2:00 pm on
the third Saturday of each month, River
Walk Merchants gladly give away maps to
one of the best treasures of the Sierra
Nevada – the Wine Walk on the River Walk.
Ten bucks buys a commemorative wine
glass to go with the map of Reno’s River
Walk/Arts and Culture District. The map
marks an eclectic gathering of galleries,
shops and restaurants, each of which of-
fers a different wine for tasting.

Though there is no official starting point,
Sasha’s Boutique and La Bussola are fa-
vorite launch points due to their hand-dec-
orated wine glasses. At each of the 25
stops on the Wine Walk, the merchants
offer to stamp the map and pour a little
wine as treasure hunters peruse the arts
and crafts, food and antiques of the rough-
ly eight-block District.

The Wine Walk highlights the heart of
downtown and has Reno’s new Truckee
River Whitewater Park at its center. The Na-
tional Automobile Museum and the Lear
Theater, both participants in the event, are

each two blocks from the central core, but
provide a pleasant stroll along the river in a
pedestrian mall atmosphere.

At the end of a sparkling afternoon of
Chardonnay and Merlot, Cabernet and
Pinot, all those treasure hunters who have
gathered five or more stamps can meet up
at a designated end-point for a prize draw-
ing. One prize from each merchant is raf-
fled off to the lucky winners. As one first-
time wine walker said, “It’s window
shopping with dividends.”

For this year’s schedule or more infor-
mation, contact www.renoriver.org.

R E N O ’ S  W I N E  W A L K :
T R E A S U R E  O N  T H E

T R U C K E E

Arts 
and 

Culture

• Reno Philharmonic 

• Nevada Opera

• National Automobile Museum

• Nevada Museum of Art

• Arts and Culture District

• Reno Festival Ballet

• Nevada Historical Museum

• Keck Museum,
Mackay School of Mines, UNR

• Sierra Nevada Master Chorale

• Riverwalk Wine Walks

• 13 libraries

• ARTown: Reno’s month-long arts festival

1280 Terminal Way Suite 3
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 322-3112
www.integritystaffing.com

S E R V I N G :
• Nevada • Delaware • New Jersey
• Florida • Maryland • Pennsylvania
• Kentucky



Experience 
The

Credit Union 
Difference.

Access a complete list of our 100+ Select Employer Groups,
along with detailed member information online at

www.washoecu.org
• The United States Government

• The State of Nevada, County, City, or Public Municipalities

• Public Schools, Colleges, or Universities

• Individuals Employed Within The Healthcare Industry

• Bona-fide Unions (excluding members of EW #401)

• Individuals Related To A Current Member Regardless 
Of The Location Of His/Her Residence

• Person's employed by one of our Select Employer Groups

Savings Accounts • Checking Accounts • Money Markets  

Nationwide ATM Access • Virtual Branch • PayIt Bill Pay Services

E-Statements • ART (Audio Response Teller) • Certificates • IRAs

Low Rate Loans • Home Equity Loans • Visa Credit & Debit Cards

Main Office • 5200 Neil Road Reno, Nevada 89502
(775) 829-2070 • (775) 829-0879 fax

Toll Free (877) 852-2481
www.washoecu.org

Washoe Credit Union 
Serves The Following Nevada Counties:

This institution is not Federally insured, and if the institution fails, the Federal  Government does not guarantee  that
depositors will get back their money. Accounts in this credit union are insured by American Share Insurance, the
nation’s largest private deposit insurer. Savings deposits are insured up to $250,000. In addition, ASI provides 
excess insurance on all Washoe Credit Union accounts up to $500,000 when deposits reach more than $250,000.

Washoe
Storey 

Carson City
Douglas

Lyon
Churchill
Pershing
Humboldt

Individuals living within 
these counties, who are 

employed by or retired from 
the entities shown below or 
one of our Select Employer 

Groups, are eligible to 
become members.



Fast Facts

V P O I N T  –  D E S I G N I N G  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  
F O R  N O R T H E R N  N E V A D A

VPoint, a consulting civil engineering and
land surveying firm headquartered in Hen-
derson, opened a Reno office in 1997 to
specialize in engineering for public works
infrastructure projects. Services are provid-
ed to a variety of clients, including cities and
counties, state agencies, water and sanitary
sewer districts, utility companies, golf
courses and Indian tribes.

In December 2004, VPoint was acquired
by the TRC Companies, but will maintain its
name and its management team. TRC is a
public corporation employing approximate-
ly 2,800 employees in 80 offices throughout
the United States and South America. TRC is
a full-service organization providing strate-
gic planning, engineering, permitting,
construction and construction manage-
ment/quality assurance services.

Michael P. Bidart, P.E., VPoint’s northern di-
vision manager in Reno, serves as the con-
tact person for Northern Nevada and Califor-

nia projects. He brings a varied consulting
engineering background to lead a dedicated
team of engineers, surveyors and techni-
cians. With the addition of a Fallon office last
year, the Northern Nevada division currently
has a staff of 19, including several native
Nevadans, eight licensed professional engi-
neers and a professional land surveyor.

The city of Fernley utilizes VPoint to func-
tion as its City Engineer. VPoint’s responsi-
bilities in this role include general engineer-
ing duties for the citywide water supply and
distribution system, the sewer collection
and treatment system, maintenance and re-
habilitation of city streets, and storm
drainage maintenance and improvements.
In addition, it provides engineering design
on capital improvement projects and is also
building and maintaining the city’s Geo-
graphic Information System (GIS).

The City of Reno Phase I Reuse Pipeline
and UNR Farms Irrigation System project

received awards for Environmental Project
of the Year from Washoe County and from
the American Society of Civil Engineers.
VPoint provided the engineering design and
construction administration for this project,
which included a major reuse water
pipeline to take treated effluent from the
Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facil-
ity through UNR Farms and provide irriga-
tion for other potential reuse water users.
The project also involved upgrading and ex-
panding the UNR Farms reuse water irriga-
tion system.

VPoint has provided engineering services
to the city of Sparks on several projects, in-
cluding the design for the Prater Way Revi-
talization project to upgrade sidewalks, add
landscaping and decorative street lighting
and provide other facilities, such as bus
stops. Sparks is also utilizing VPoint for the
engineering design of the Victorian Avenue
West Revitalization project.

Location: Reno is 69.1 square miles of Washoe County, bounded on the
west by the towering Sierra Nevada Mountains and on the north and
east by the more modest mountains of the high desert Great Basin.
Elevation: 4,411 feet above sea level
Population: 203,000 in Reno proper; 390,000 in Washoe County
Climate: 7.5 inches of precipitation per year, most in the form of snow.
Winter lows reach down to the 20s, summer highs in the 90s. Reno
boasts more than 300 sunny days a year and four distinct seasons.
Taxes: Nevada encourages business and has no:

State corporate income tax
Personal income tax
Unitary tax
Franchise tax
Inventory tax
Inheritance tax
Estate and/or gift tax
Capital gains tax

Mileage from Reno to 
Other Destinations:

San Francisco 230

Las Vegas 450

Los Angeles 470

Salt Lake City 530

Portland 580

San Diego 600

Seattle 730

Phoenix 730

Denver 1,030

Dallas/Fort Worth 1,670

Chicago 1,950

New York 2,710

26 Reno Supplement





28 Reno Supplement

S P O R T S  W E S T  A T H L E T I C  C L U B
K E E P I N G  N E V A D A N S  F I T

Since 1987, Sports West Athletic Club
has been helping Northern Nevadans live
healthier lifestyles. The 30,000-square-foot
fitness facility just south of Reno’s busy
downtown area is open 24 hours, 7 days a
week and features a restaurant, a childcare
center, athletic courts, a Pilates studio and
an Olympic swimming pool.

“Sports West is committed to giving its
members the best fitness facilities, the
most innovative exercise programs and the
highest level of professionalism possible,”
said General Manager Dee Dee Desiderio-
Schula, who owns the club along with her
brothers.

Sports West offers an impressive array of
services, including:

Fitness and weight conditioning pro-
grams, including free weights and a large

selection of Nautilus and Hammer-Strength
equipment for recreational users, as well
as more serious weight trainers.

Individually-tailored conditioning pro-
grams to fit a client’s particular needs.
Some of the certified personal trainers spe-
cialize in specific areas such as weight
loss, toning, bodybuilding, event training
and training for the elderly.

A cardiovascular center with a wide
range of aerobic exercise programs and
equipment, including stationary bicycles,
rowing machines and Stairmasters. Certi-
fied aerobic instructors lead classes in ex-
ercise, cycling, yoga and mat Pilates in the
3,200-square-foot aerobics room.

Sports West’s Olympic-sized indoor pool
offers classes and exercise opportunities
all year round, ranging from swimming

lessons to family swim time and hydro-fit
classes for toning, strengthening and build-
ing a strong cardiovascular system.

Each month Sports West offers a variety
of special programs and events, as well as
educational seminars on subjects such as
stress reduction, smoking cessation, self
defense and skin care.

Other amenities include whirlpool facili-
ties, suntan beds, a pro shop, child care, in-
door racquetball, wallyball and handball
courts, and a gymnasium set up for bas-
ketball.

Desiderio is planning to open Sports
West Spa in the first quarter of 2006. The
4,600-square-foot facility adjacent to the
current building will feature therapeutic
and sports massage, as well as an aes-
thetician and a wellness studio.

http://www.colonialbank.com
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WASHOE 

CREDIT UNION

SERVING 

MEMBERS

THROUGHOUT

NORTHERN 

NEVADA

Founded in 1958, Washoe Credit Union
is owned and operated by its members. A
$64 million not-for-profit financial institu-
tion serving over 8,900 members, it is
governed by a volunteer Board of Direc-
tors made up of five credit union mem-
bers elected by the membership. Mem-
bers’ shares are insured for up to
$500,000 per account by American Share
Insurance, a private insurer.

Among the services offered by Washoe
Credit Union are: savings and checking
accounts; money market accounts and
CDs, personal loans, home equity loans
and Visa credit cards. Online services in-
clude Virtual Branch, PayIt bill pay and
electronic account statements.

“While sound growth has allowed us
to provide many new services, it’s our
desire to support our members’ needs
that continues to drive our future ef-
forts,” said Bruce Rodela, president of
the credit union.

Originally founded for the employees of
Washoe County, Washoe Credit Union re-
cently expanded its field of membership
into several Northern Nevada counties,
and now serves members in Carson City,
Churchill County, Douglas County, Hum-
boldt County, Lyon County, Pershing
County and Storey County, in addition to
Washoe County. Individuals living in these
geographic areas, who are employed by

or retired from the following entities, or
one of the credit union’s Select Employer
Groups, are eligible to become members:
The U.S. government; the state of Neva-
da; county, city or public municipalities;
public schools, colleges or universities;
the healthcare industry; and bona-fide
unions. Individuals related to a current

member, regardless of where they live,
are also eligible.

Washoe Credit Union operates two full–
service branch offices, owns five ATMs
and offers fee-free access to over 20
other Co-op ATM locations in Northern
Nevada, as well as over 13,000 across
the nation.

http://www.pentabldggroup.com


30 Reno Supplement

Two major highway corridors:
Interstate 80 and U.S. Highway 395
Reno/Sparks Foreign Trade Zone

Rail service:
Union Pacific, Burlington Northern
Santa Fe and Amtrak

Bus service:
Greyhound regional service, 
Citifare public transit service

Reno-Tahoe International Airport
with 17,000 passengers, 283,000
pounds of cargo and 420 aircraft
operations each day

City of Reno
www.cityofreno.com

Washoe County
www.co.washoe.nv.us

State of Nevada
www.nv.gov

Economic Development
Authority of Western Nevada
www.edawn.org

Nevada Commission on 
Economic Development
www.expand2nevada.com

Reno-Sparks Chamber of 
Commerce
www.renosparkschamber.org

Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce of Northern Nevada
www.hcnn.org

Nevada Commission on Tourism
www.travelnevada.com

Reno-Sparks Convention and 
Visitors Authority
www.visitrenotahoe.com

University of Nevada, Reno
www.unr.edu

Truckee Meadows Community 
College
www.tmcc.edu

Desert Research Institute
www.dri.edu

Nevada Department of Taxation
www.tax.state.nv.us

River Walk Merchants Association
www.renoriver.org

Nevada Museum of Art
www.nevadaart.org

Sierra Arts
www.sierra-arts.org

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N U S E F U L
W E B  S I T E S

http://www.SierraSpiritRTC.com




http://www.cityofreno.com

